NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND EDUCATION POLICY 
OUR COMMITMENT 
The National Gallery of Ireland was established in 1854. Education has been at the centre of our activities from the beginning. The Education Department was set up in 1974 and has worked ever since, to create opportunities for as wide an audience as possible to learn through, and about art. 
We understand that discrimination can happen when someone is treated less favourably than another person because of their: gender, civil status, family status, sexual orientation, age, disability (including physical, intellectual, emotional or chronic medical requirements), race, religion or membership of the Traveller community. We commit to actively promoting equality of opportunity and working to stop discrimination. 					
OUR ROLE
The role of the Education Department is to fulfil the Gallery’s mission to create ways for all people to experience art. We work and grow together with artists and communities, to provide accessible, inclusive opportunities to learn about, make and explore art.

OUR AIMS
1. OFFER WELCOMING AND OPEN EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
We will create safe and respectful spaces for learning. Our programming will be regular and flexible, never compromising quality for quantity. 
1. BE BOLD AND BRAVE IN ART AND MUSEUM EDUCATION
We will experiment and try new things. We encourage open conversation and want to learn with our audience. We will allow space to fail.
1. SUPPORT PEOPLE FROM ALL BACKGROUNDS AND OF ALL ABILITIES TO TAKE PART IN THE ARTS IN IRELAND
We will welcome and include different perspectives in our policies and programmes. We want to find ways for everyone to access art on their own terms.
1. QUESTION OUR PROGRAMMES, COLLECTIONS AND HOW WE WORK 
We will listen to a range of opinions about our collection, and challenge how we work. We will be ethical, and think about the environment and society as a whole.
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1. BUILD RELATIONSHIPS NATIONALLY WITH PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES THROUGH ART
We will work across Ireland responding to changes in society. We will celebrate creativity through sharing stories, traditions and skills.


Approved by the Governors & Guardians of the National Gallery of Ireland, July 2024. 
This policy is reviewed on  an annual basis. 
