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Introduction

This resource pack explores paintings in the
Jack B. Yeats: Painting and MemoryThe aim of this resource is to provide

access to images from the exhibition, prompts to look and respond to the

paintings in class and suggestions on how you can apply the themes of

memory and place to the classAs final artwor
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- About the exhibition

Jack B. Yeats: Painting and Memory

JNo one creates. The azJackB.tYeams s e mb|l e

Coinciding with the 150 ™ anniversary of the birth of one of

Urel andAs most i mportant artists, tt
: - role of memory in Jack B. YeatsAs |
_ earliest forays into oil painting, Yeats was unusually reliant on
Jack B. Yeats.A Morning, 1935/1936. © Estate of Jack B. ) ) ) . .
Yeats, DACS London, IVARO Dublin, 2021. Photo © memory and retrospection. Memories of childhood in Sligo
National Gallery of Ireland. inspired many of his works, and particular motifs ~ z music and

horses prominent among them  z recur in his paintings. In a
selection of oil paintings spanning more than 40 years, view
places and people Yeats remembered, his observations of
humanity, and reflections on life and loss in his later years.



About the Competition
Happily supported by Key Capital

We wish to offer schools the opportunity to engage more deeply
with the themes of place and memory in
competition celebrating the diverse communities of Ireland.

Working as a team, each school will create an artwork inspired by
thetheme YMe mor i es of o0 uSchobtlscanechoosAtoe a A .
create their artwork in any form. The finished artwork must be
photographed and submitted digitally to the Gallery for judging.

Go to the Yeats Schools competition page of our website for full
details on how to enter the competition \


https://www.nationalgallery.ie/explore-and-learn/schools/yeats-competition

How to use this resource

This resource provides you with:

o o Po o Do Do

A PowerPoint slide show for you and your class to read

through

Umages of key artworks from the Gal
Jack B. Yeats: Painting and Memory

Information about the paintings and the artist

Looking and responding questions to ask your class

Discussion points

Suggestions on how to apply the themes of memory

and place to your final artwork \



“-« Jack B. Yeats

Jack B. Yeats was born in London in 1871, one
hundred and fifty years ago.

Jack B. Yeats was the youngest member of a very
creative family . His father, John Butler Yeats, was a
portrait artist. His brother, William Butler Yeats,

was a poet and playwright and became the first

Irish person to win the Nobel Prize for Literature.

His sister, Lily ran an embroidery studio and

Jack B. Yeats e e T Elizabeth established a printing press called Cuala

Niland Collection, Donated by the artist 1954. Press

Courtesy of the Model, Home of the Niland : . .

Collection. © Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS Download a full visual historyof J ac k B. Yeat s A |
London/IVARO Dublin, 2021. and work


https://www.nationalgallery.ie/sites/default/files/2021-10/jack-b-yeats-schools-visual-resource-english-language.pdf

Jack, B. Yeats A Giant Reading 1942. Collection of Denise Coates
and Richard Smith. © Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS London/IVARO
Dublin, 202. Image courtesy of Bonhams 1793.

Jack B. Yeats and Sligo

When Jack B. Yeats waseight years of age,
he moved to Sligo to live with his
grandparents, William and Elizabeth
Pollexfen .

This was a very happy time for Yeats. While

he was there, he enjoyed attending fairs,

sporting events, races and circuses. His

memories of his childhood in Sligo gave him

ideas for his paintings for the rest of his life.

In fact, Jack B. Yeats said he rarely painted a

painting 3wi t hout a bit of Sligo

He lived in Sligo until he was 16 years of age
and then returned to his family in London to
attend art college.



Jack B. Yeats and his
sketchbooks

Throughout his career as an artist, Jack B.
Yeats kept sketchbooks where he drew
scenes of what he saw around him.

Like visual diaries, he kept a record of the
landscapes, people and events that he
saw.

Jack B. Yeats, A Summer Evening,Roses Poin1922. Private The Natl_onal Ga”ery of Irelanq has over
Collection, Courtesy of AdamAs. © Es 280 ef higsketchrooks. Drawings,froom cs
London/ UVARO Dublin, 2021. Umage C°“hfs%kétcf?ofoolesdcfft@ﬁﬁaveYeatsideas
for his oil paintings.
Carry a sketchbook with you for a week
and do some observational drawing of
scenes that interest you.



o TR 7 Jack B. Yeats, the artist

g Jack B. Yeats started his career as an artist
P S . i 3 doing illustrations for newspapers and

: S B [ magazines. He first started painting in
watercolour but later worked with oll
paints.

As Yeats got older his work with oil paints
became more expressive. His brushwork
became faster and looser, he started
applying the paint with a palette knife and
painted it thickly on to the canvas, this is
known as impasto. His use of colour

Jack B. Yeats,The Child of the Sea1948. Jim Lloyd and Janet

Gough Lloyd OBE. © Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS changed from realistic tones to brighter
London/ YVARO Dubl i n, 2021. Courte SQ’O|CﬂJfI’Sé(‘Dfe|SSithi§ emotions and
memories.

Try experimenting with new colours or
techniques for your own artwork.



Jack B. Yeats, the artist

As a young man, Yeats was unsure whether he
should become an artist or a writer. In the 1930s
he painted less and devoted more of his time to
writing novels and plays.

Perhaps due to his literary interests, the titles of
Yeat sAs paintings are an i m
and give us an insight into their subject matter.
Yeats did not like to discuss his art at length and
preferred the viewer to decide what the picture

was about.

Jack B. Yeats,Now or Never, 1930. Crawford Art Gallery, Cork. Yeat s AS
© Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS London/IVARO Dublin, 2021.

paintings are deepl
universal themes. Discuss in class what you

think his paintings are about and what they

mean to you.
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Jack B. Yeats,The Riverside (Long Ago}922. Courtesy of the Board of
Trustees of National Museums Northern Ireland Collection Ulster
Museum. © Estate of Jack B. Yeats, DACS London/IVARO Dublin, 2021.

The Workshop

Also available as an adaptable PowerPoint slideshow
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